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An Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning

and Mitigation System exercise
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Ewercise |OWave20 was conducted to ewvaluate and improve the
effectiveness of the IOTWMS (Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and
Mitigation Systern), through its operational T5Ps (Tsunami Service
Providers), NTWCs (National Tsunami Warning Centers), NDMOs (MNational
Disaster Management Organisations) and LDMOs (Local Disaster
Management Organisations), in responding to a potentially destructive
tsunami and to enhance tsunami preparedness at every level. In addition to
testing the Standard Operating Procedures (50Ps) and communication
links at all levels of the warning chain, |0Wave20 enhanced tsunami
preparedness at community level, and assessed the physical as well as the
human resource capacity and response times of the various stakeholders
involved in addressing a destructive tsunami event. [t was also an effective
tool for evaluating the readiness of the IOTWMS and for identifying
changes that can improve its effectiveness.

IOWAVE20 in 5ri Lanka was conducted in collaboration with ICG/UNECSO
IOTWMS and University of Huddersfield as international partners, and was
led by the DMC, Sri Lanka, alse with the input from a large number of local
partners.

< 5tandard
Operation
Procedures (SOP) P
for 5ri Lanka's i &, P o
Tsunami Early i — - .
Warning System NDMO (DMC) staff involved in the exercise under the
close watch of the observers

4 Observer report on
Exercise Indian
Ocean Wave 2020

“We didn't have the basic knowledge

of what to do in the case of a disaster

even though our school 5 located
Mobile alerts along the coastal Iine”- in Jaffna

Hospital drifl

State Minisiry of
Mational Security &
Disaster Management




